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Woodberry prose
‘informal essays

LITERARY MEMOIRS OF THE NINE-
TEENTH CENTURY By Greorge Edward
Waoadbercy, Hareourt, Bruee & Co

Reviewed by ELIZABETH HOUGHTON.

F this fifth volume in the series of

cxsds v on lite and letters by George

EdWard Woodberry, poet-critie, even
the title “Literary Memoirs of the Nine-
leenth Century®™ is more nformal, more In-
Hmota than the otljers Here Mr. Wood-
Lerrv's approach is most often through the
correspondence of one author with another,
or by means of glimpses into a grest man's
diary. Earller years, notably those of Rus-
kin, and little known incldemts of famous
lives are uncovered, With a profundity of
scholarship rare In our time, and above all
an eagerness for truth born of his affection
for the masiors, he delights in smashing, by
actual guotation and fresh Interpreta A
popular notions of literary men. “The list
thing we need be anxious about is p|'f_|1f—

Loriy” reads one of the guotations—for

Lowell Indeed # new note,  And always Mr,
Woodberry ‘suceeeds in avolding the out-
wirn word, the abstract term of eriticism.

The effect of the book s not that of being
egcorted, ceremonlously, up high marble
steps Into the castles of the great, but
quletly of entering through the' lttle
postern door, led by one wno has lived all
his life within, as a familiar of the house,
Matthew Arnold says: "It is the business
of the criticul power in all branches of
knowledge, theologys, philosophy, history,
art, sclence, to see the object as in itself it
really 18" It I8 "“a disinterested endeavor
to learn and propagate the best that s
known and thought in the world” Both
these things Mr. Woodberry In the highes:
sense achieves, and by the very approach-
ableness of his rich eriticlsm he becomes
Nilrlkt‘!!l‘[-’lxl to an astonlshingly wide cirela
In a sense he does for lterature what Mr
Wells attempts in history, making it avall-
able for those whose outlook and grasp are
far less than his own,

The lions ni yesterday, Darwin, Carlyle
and Ruskin, peome a8 approachable as
modern sclence has made the dinosaurs and
trachodons of the Mesozole perlod, at once
famillar and noble. Human situations in
the lives of the poets are touched or de-
veloped In a way that ean only the wore
endear them to us. The Wordsworths, it
sonms, Wwere at one time totally unap-
preciated as nelghbors, At Stowey where, to
bo near Coleridge, they had rented a house
for a year, they were misjudged and hated
“pecause of the profound seclusion in which
they lived, the incomprehensible nature of
their occupations, thelr strange way of fre-
quenting out of the way and untredden
spots.”  Finally the neighbor complex came
‘o a head with -the sending by the lady
who owned the estates of a Government
spy to watch thelr actions, and Thomas
foole, furmer frignd of both the poets, was
obliged to give a certifiecnte of character
[See  essay on “Thomas Poole and His
Friends," page 45.)

Agaln, In dealing with the strange family
Hee of the De Quinceys, Woodberry humanly
interprets the cau now of Richard De
Quineey's running away to sea, now of hix
hrother's addiction to the drug oplum. “Mrs
e Quineey,” he says, “was a womun of
much formal propriety, attached to the
Clapham =sect in religlous and moral syme-
pathg—she wasg self-distrustful and sought
afviee from her friends the Clapham people
g that the children felt this interference
of strungers as a bar hetween them nnd
thedir mother,” The problems of Shelley, too,
hig liberal provision for his first wife, his
wisdom in refusing further to be victimized
e WHlem Godwin, father of Mary Wolle-
ctonecraft Godwin, his second wife, are sym-
pathetically told. The august friendship of
Curlyle and Emerson becomes, in the essay
“Carlyle and His Friends,” full of heart, the
antural nesocigtion of two lanely men, Taken
cat  of its  distorted setting In  Froude's
viography  and  the temperamental auto-
Liography, this historie relation is =et forth
n original documents, by means of Prof
sorton's  collection  of letters.  Woodberry
presents o new and kindly Carlyle. Assum-
ing that interest no longer I8 confined to
the guestion  of ‘whether the dyspeptic
philosopher did or did not beat his wife,
Woodberry Is able to find another side

We are reminded that Carlyle had the
pabit of reading aloud froch Homer, to an
infirm ascqualntiance, that he did muach for
vouths struggling to make a lving In the
City, that whenever he writes to his aged
mothor “the page Is brighter for the beanty
amid tenderness of the relation” (p. 184) In
the magnificent summary of thix essay Mr,
Woaodberry's reason for pralsing the Norton
splection of letters (s significaht: “It lowers
the relief of hardness and shows more fully
the kindliness, fidelity and true-heartedness
of Carlyle, in which his manhood Iny guite
as much as in his self-rallying cournge, Nis
indignation at feebleness and folly and his
pncharitubleness when his affections were
pot concerhed.”

This keen sense of value in nowhere more
wifongly felt than In the judgment of Long-
follow: “Had he been in closer contact with
the poetie motives In life {tself he might
have been touched with passion; but as he
tslt them at second hand, ax it were, he
condd not Nt his mood higher than the
roglon of sentiment. He wios a poet de-
veloped by bpoks snd not by experience;
iven when he draws from life [tself, his
unning 18 bookigh' Ox this’ an Colerldge

it is plain to any one who reads the toples
of Coleridge’'s  distourses that his mind
runged through a vast clreult of knowledge
kabitually, buat that It touched the faocts
only nt mngle pointe and superficvially; In
other words, he displays compnss  rather
thon gragp"”  The niee distinetion is further
eurried out: “Persons found In Coleridge’s
ml curlous coexlstences of
{'xed dogma w Hation: he
1fTorded the ool untrammelled
gailen without once disturbing the certainty

miind the

inbesspnt sp
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Col. House, besides acting as editor, contributes the
to a volume of explanations of the Peace Congress by Hoover, Gompers and others
| \ Tt :

By American Delegates, edited Ly Col, Ed
House and Charles

insthe attitude of reformers

was lack of publiclty.” Again he knew Wil-
Charlea Seribner’s Sons,

Reviewed by WADE CHANCE.
looking for entertain-
ment may not be wholly disappointed even

book (and House has =ald “Tardieu knows') !
“Ar early as Januarv,

R R

The reader who

prepared first to be given as popular talks.
Prof, Clive Day reports thig (feldent:
the Saar Valley plan wis concluded, Lloyd

think we have got a v
Mr. Wilson replied: “Well, why don't you
apply it to Ireland?" .
This book, by eighteen nuthors, comprises
contribution to
the literature of the great events at Paris

ry good plan here."

garded a8 the final presentation of the part
played there by Mr. Wilson, written s
by his adyisers and

It throws great light on the sub-
though some of
must be sought for hetween the lines,
ing from the respective chapters written by
the ten professors and three legal advisers
who accompanied Mr. Wilson to Paris, their
to have gone along

few admissions of disagreement or sugges-
tions of fallibility on his part, although we
get occasional hints that some things hap-
pened at Paris which we do not hear about,
would sometimes appear 1hat
knowledge of history in the making s per-
mitted only to posterity and denled to the
contemporaneouns

Lansing's case,
complete narrative forthecoming.

House and Dr. Sidney
“The Inquiry" as early as September, 1917,
Ou the report of this hody, January 2, 1918,
the Fourteen Points were based.
Wilson's Mission
Paris, and plainly took more part in assist-
Ing him than did hiz fellow delegntes, save
Curiously enough,
find Mr. Henry White's name in the book.
But Prof. Clive Day pays this tribute to Mr,
Lansing, with unexpected frankness:

“No one could surpass Mr, Lansing in the
logic and foree with which he could present

sdward Mezes formed

might convince every one In the room, but
If he did not convince Mr, Wilson his argu
ment profited nothing."

Austrin-Hungary
time to insert the Fourteen Points,
came I'resident Wilson would not undertake

the German Government

Peace in Retrospect,
ominton of Mr. Wilson, for he walks very
but we may infer much, especially

1 asked that the
be exorcised not
over despatehesx

nsurship should

and took too long for preliminaries,

and had it dealt premptly with Germany the despitohes received

wasitie=s of the situation
* pence without

“Theoretically,”

declares in his book

adding: “The failly to  carry through He condemns the Senate for rejecting the

Books are for us all

ATTPRECIATION
vot only to have completely succeedod with-

Reviewed by DAVID COYLE.

Muagnanlmously,

enthusiastically, he =ayvs: "This was a char-

to the lack of

. direct and Intimate as sensation or
Bestdes wontences

speaking of the lnndscape garden s not cooperiate with

obwerve how he obtalns sugigest ions

ness, his thought luxurisntly

the way are strewn hit infe (1T
n Mis of informntion In proportion to the

fancied himself

nelther “rapid nor

stooping fAgure
o quote, in a few
the feeling of an
of n eritleal equlpme

od that liternture ia

An overwhelmir
Joined to beauty

nf expreasion «

to him hia righitfal «ia
tien In that strong group of which Emerson
Howells are bright

all can understand and love,

“renly “the only instrument which h
wen devised to =ave us from the destroct in
if another world war,” and savs “it Is a
melpncholy  reflection upon our right 1o
exist.”  While he ngmizes the Senators'
right 1o safeguard Ambrican interests,
"It ju to he regretted that they «id
I chooges anolther occasion to battle w
the Executive for what they declared to be
their right wike Mypr. Wilson might
sfon 1o infringe
npon the constitutfonal prerogatives of the
less Important than s chiallenge of
American soverelgnty

Bave taken anv other o

He advocntes the limitation of armament
but doex not disclose why he did not seok 10
infu » his chier n Mr. Daniels an-
nounead his huge boa ing programme on
the very « of the Peuce Conference

Although it wias Col. House's Einal i
ent to glve e the true story of how pencs
was made and (he armistice granted at Ver
spllles, he omits |t hit he s quoted in
Dr. Mezos's chupter all ton bhriefly on this
vital subject W find here the most ex-
traordinary statement in the book, Its
motive doubtles
explanation was meet the conviction,
now: well nigh general, that peace was
mnde prematurel House savs:

“*The outstail problem was to have
terms cover whit 15t e pneonditional sur-
render without imperllline peace [tself, The
military spirit i
height and the
t Who does  not
P'nnlels wanted down Unter
Linden and dictate t at Berlin?) With
the Entente the situatjion wis different. They
were war-worn nod war-woeary, hled white
Germony was retreating In orderly fashlon

s n fe

ling that some

United Stites was at (1=

eoling could not be ignored
that even Mr

she: might be able o hald out for
months, It she had done this, and we had
falled to make pence there would

hauve been o pollticn! revolution in every
Hlled country save the United States. The
praple would almost of cartainty have over-
thrown the oxisting zovernments and pl
In power ministers [nstructed to reopen ne-
gutintions on the basis of the Four
Points and with more modérate conditions.”

As agninst thilx remarkable statement, 1
will guote Clemenceau’'s own words, He sald
to me on March 20, 1610;: “The armistice was
made a month ton soon, but It was enot
France's fanlt.” Halg, in nis official report,
stutes that on the morning of the armistice
his eavalry penetrated fifteen to twenty
miles withn the enemy lines anf in a few
hours thelr retreat would have heen a rout.

Col. House has still much to tell which a
walting world would welcome.

Mr. Hoover on “The Economle Adminis
tration Turing the Armistice” adds little
that iz new. He faced the problem of saving
160,000,008 of liberated =a enemy  peoples
“threatenesd with t terrible famin
gince the Thirts War, when a third
of the popu! ' roned died.”  Ameriea
alone fed aver 70600000 children of twenty

m

an «

nations At ane time TRO00,000 people wi
heing sum d b harity 5000000 ton
of commodties wore nhtalned and settleod

It Is llkely that history will regurd Mr

Hoover's work as the greatest sin b o)
achievement of the war, exeepting only {hoss
ol Joffre and Foch

In Mr, 1. it's admirably written chap

ter on "R tlons," It s held that Clemen

eeau and Lioyd CGeorge were mistaken in

thinking the constituents  would haye
turnmd them o of ofMee If the amo sl
heen  definlio! fixedd whitever the s
"lemenicen el y he thinks= Wi i

have with=tond any storm He plotures
in these wor
great el howlder
A f i lismay an
a Y iEninst  his
Hy sheer will and dos
nt ‘ i the running e
H SN ghiy fortress, nround
inle o new pool And If one most study
techniogus t % only s fr as Irresistible
cerjre e
For the Ition  of pawtry, for
atance, 1 v snye A sl
wnd teohy ' nowlvdge 'k v no means
gquired of the resder, but an elemeptar
quuinto o with melody and structure. s
a How of corroct reading and the per
ceptio if e harmonions nifinermen
thouglit thin the Hmits of the mus'ca
bents of Pl md line, &= hardly 1o
dlspenss vith It is guestlonabls
other hat vhether much s gadnid b
study of re stice fleld in larger matt
suh ns for vinprle, dlraomset e
In that direct] the render tur Tl
terttion from the work to the workmansh 1
vl burrnss himsell with 1)
with 8 not aniversally pip
bl 1 ornd all study of literntu
in the wa I preparation (o grasp or
derstaund W or it be lmguistic, b
or wsthet L 18 to @ forgotten and
off ns yol ' vompleted, leaving
reader it the spirit of the
which o him face to faee
Acetrdir = own doctrine, of
Woekllw not expect to he rogd

the peoph CIEY W pprecin

Portimided anil Feair om the
i it an the sout heast I
who nsclence  pricks the v
neit ¢ounent pages of same e
1 me of Miltom ar Wardswi

Fall Tike healing balm. 1t

for man, not man for liter

At | cad only what one had “ruth
nead not mean to Hve forever in choan
tiomn. 1 Kure to be In the mu
g " ire some  part whic
style n ot b possible for 1)
Tt oenjoy Childdves |
thele « n the tireok myths, the B
mnd for these nre ol
an o oun ¥ whicl I
amme '

i | vitielan ¥

ol hvirey

wl t, a real ) |
joy of L ,

introduction and one chapter

which the hosts of Frandce rallied and be-
ume valinnt.
Mr. Lamont credits Wilson with 1 heing
muost constderate of the oplnions of his co
vljutors, but adds:

“Mr. Wilson ald nat have u well organ-
fzedl seeretavial staff. He did far too much
work himself . He w the hardest

Wi

man nt the confercnce—it was his
not his refusal. to use men, to
W o delegate work on a  large

Amont then makes this strong state

My 1

“We all felt that the failure of the United
=tates to have representatlon on the com

misgsion was due (o not having ifiedl the
Trent) This omission has,
opinion, been in considerable measure re
ponsible for the lamentable delay in fixing
the indemnitsy and has been i
respongible for the continued economic un
settlement of Europe.”

in my

This zrave assertion takes no account
what was undo
possible  for M) Wi
Molk or some other p
in Burepe 1o conter with the Supreme O

edly an alternative course
n—aoontinuing  Mr
sonal representat

il which nlone hae bepn dealing with
MUny over ropuration He needed no au
thority through the treaty, sir he had ol
Py ssumod oguil nuthority and greater
Mr, Lamont is emphotic in declaring that

{rom “turt to Unish M Wilson and his ad-
visers opposed vigopously dny ecancellntion
of the Alled debt to Americy

Mr, Medes informs us that David Hunter
Miller and Muojor Joame Brown Bcott were
on international
ing the wisidomn
Auch nprrantments ¢ they ovcupicd
« which might have been filled by “Pafr

the mission’s “"two #xpe

W, okl without guest

I
vnd oot in a milssion (Wferently constituted,

thelr testimony s Important Hather cuprt-
ously,- Miller thinks our duty to Géerman g

, suying, "It
t om the
own pro

tlemun 1 o Leagie of Natd
was tHE right of CGermany to b
establishment of & league [or her
tegtion, carrying out a part of the bargain
with Germany—she would justly have pe-

gross hreach

garded Its abrence AN
of falth” A new view, this! Mr. Miller
makes, however, an important admission, In
tleme words

“So far s the Lodze reservations made
hanges in the leagu they were wholly
of n minor charpcter, t ¥ left the structure
intiet and they would have interfered with
lis workings not at all.”

He also denles that the treaty was delayed
by the work of formulating the League of
Natlons, since Mr. Wilson and his commit-

tea sat up o' nights working on the cave-
nant Hnd they instead employed their eve-
nings on the treaty it would obviously have

ey rendy much earlier

Mr. Miller describes n &cene, after mid-
mght, when in discussing the French claims,
aver jectors by

Mr. Wilson

{ wl which left the
e gasping with admiratlo thelr
n their hanids, their duties forgotten,

a word tnken down™

Aln thi

the hewltched tenographera

v

falled tn prese =uch a masterplece!

Prof. [oug Wilson Johnson gives an
extremely able résumé of the Fiome quess
tion, but omits entirely the sensationual epi-
sode of Mr. Wilson's appeal to the Italinn
people over the heads of thelr delegates, who

were later sustained by an overwhelming

Lot And sure this g a convinclng exam
ple of the fut of Amerien's [nthrforencs
I 1" man months of

5 rd
sUp
settled as it
iing, by mu-
ement between limly nnd
it on 'Wilson
: those originally clnimed by
d the writer thnt Mr
Wilson hadl Influsnes binkers against mak-
g i foln o Haly, which had priu

P oenmit

d  ltnly rrom
the ques

wen In the beg
ho-

Inest but close-

il Lireon)

jeall CEN IERORT Upon, nege wl in Paris
[} Miree hanzer, Tth n Minister of
' d confirmution in Nittl's
Fuly 97, 1919
in credits fall due on the 318t of
vl the American Tres has no
of prepuyment I must add, and
waell that the country should know
e Urnited States rriment con
that privite ervedins not he granted
! i wplitienl 2ituation has been
f . Bowmian In his chagter on Constas
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Birds about New York

By ROBERT CARY.

Many the wild birds I of late have
heard
Far on the city's outskirts wide and
oreen,
And many a living color have I geen
Ere sang the thrush, brown hermit, un-
deterred ;
The eathird, curious mime, hath all but
purred :
The pewee, constant to her sorrows
keen,
Complains; of suns that warm the
r-]-(il'h- serene
The oriole tells, and wrens with joy are
stirred.
Sweet is the music of earth’s poetry.
Listen, ve worldlings, to the meadow
lark,
And to the grosheak whistling merrily,
And to the goldfinch in the woodland
park.
Would ye hear the burden of the mys-
tery !
Then to melodious throats T bid ye
hark !

AlanSeeger’stree

HIE Write
morinl tr
ton Sguare Park in honor of the Inte

to-morrow in Washing-

Alan Seeger, the young Amerlean poet,
who was killed in action while serving with

e Foreign legion during the world war.

This event will be one of particular In-
trrest, since Seeger was the first American
man of letters 1o make the supreme sacri-
fice In the great war, and it 8 belleved that
this s the first time that a tree has ever
been formally planted in America as a me-
torial to & poet, although this is a custom -
which s frequently carried out in Europe.
was born in New York city
on June 1888,  Immediately after the
war broke out he enlisted In the French
Forelgn Legion,

The poet, who could fight as well as write,
¢ part In many of the hloody battles
along the Alsne front It wax during a
charge his battallon made at Belloy-en-
Santerre on July 4, 1916, during the battle
of the Somme, exactly nine months before
America jolned the Allles, that Alan Seeger
fell mortally wounded. His comrades said
that the soldier-poet displayed supreme
valor in action

Alan Seeger was the author of "Poems,
Jublished In 1818, and “Letters and Diary’
in 1817 His best known poems are “1 Have
a Feonds us With Death,” "Ode In Mem-
ory of the American Velunteers Fallen for
Prance,"” “Champagne,” and a number of
exceptionally beautiful sonnets. His poems
ve heen translated Iinto French by Jean
chepin of the French Academy
In New York Alan Seeger lived for a time
at 61 Washington square, where he wrote
soveral of his poems, and it is on the greet
lawn opposite Ll house—the plot of Zrounsd
surveyoed many a time from
the window of his studio—that the memorinl

Alan 8

which he had

stree will he planted

Frangls D, Gallatin, Commissioner nf
Farks, will speak at the planting. Severn!
poets will speak and read selectlons from
Alun Beeger's work

cording to & statement published In the
Firaro of Paris last yvear, France has de
cided to erect a statue in memory of Alanp

Siw ger

lapan on an unwritts
ture release—aso that Japan might not with
draw from the conferem vl pndanger the
renty and the lea
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